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	Negative Human Influences
	Ecological Problem

	Increased levels of CO2 in the air from burning fossil fuels and deforestation
	Greenhouse effect (heat gets trapped in the atmosphere, leading to increase in Earth’s temperature.)  Organisms that are sensitive to temperature change are decreasing.


	Increased use of Chloroflurocarbons (CFCs)

Ex.- gases in refrigerators, freezers, and air conditioners


	Increased size of the hole in the ozone layer.  This increases the amount of dangerous radiation that gets to the Earth’s surface.

	Introduction of non-native (invasive) species into an ecosystem
	Habitats of native species are destroyed, which leads to loss of biodiversity.  Food chains are disrupted which can lead to species extinction.



	Release of sulfur and nitrogen compounds from human industry


	Acid rain forms when precipitation and these compounds mix.  This damages leaves of plants and changes the soil chemistry.  It also makes conditions unsuitable for aquatic ecosystems.


	Overfishing in aquatic ecosystems and the destruction and/or fragmentation of natural habitats
	A loss of aquatic biodiversity is seen.  Ecosystems are experiencing rapid declines in the number of species they hold.


	Pesticide use on primary producers
	Chemicals become part of the food chain, and top-level predators are experiencing unpredicted harm due to toxin accumulation.



